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Employment Number Employed  Percentage of Employed

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 448,581     3.6%

Construction 989,460     8.0%

Manufacturing 1,107,259     8.9%

Wholesale trade 386,176     3.1%

Retail trade 1,412,901   11.4%

Transportation and warehousing; utilities 672,179     5.4%

Information 225,476     1.8%

Finance and insurance; real estate and rental and leasing 803,708     6.5%

Professional, scientific, and management services; 
administrative and waste management services

1,385,619   11.2%

Educational services; health care and social assistance 2,674,727   21.6%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation; accommodation and food 
services

1,140,766     9.2%

Other services, except public administration 661,602     5.3%

Public administration 502,869     4.1%

Total 12,411,323 100%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, “Selected Economic Characteristics: 2014 American Community Survey,” http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/
pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_12_1YR_DP03&prodType=table (accessed August 14, 2016).

in the Texas capital will not find lonely cowboys astride horses on the open plains; 
instead, they will encounter computer engineers and game programmers checking 
social networks on their smartphones while stuck in traffic.

WINNERS AND LOSERS

ertainly one of the most significant forces of change that has shaped Texas’s 
past, present, and future is immigration. Texas is a state defined by its ever-
changing and constant immigrant population. In understanding Texas’s past 

and trying to prepare Texas for the future, no immigrant population is more integral 
to the state than the Hispanic population. As the historical overview in this chapter 
makes clear, Tejanos in early Texas were central to its development. As Anglos came to 
dominate the state, historical revisionists overlooked early cooperation between Anglos 
and Tejanos, emphasizing and often exaggerating the tensions between the two groups. 
Just as many Tejanos were driven out of Texas after the revolution against Mexico, their 
contributions to the war on both sides of the conflict were driven from the pages of 
Texas history. At some point the Mexican flag failed to appear in the Alamo’s “Hall of 
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